[Familial hyperhomocysteinemia with early development of atherosclerosis].
We describe a large family with hyperhomocysteinemia, the first to be reported in Poland. The proband's coronary complaints appeared at the age of 20, and by the age of 50 he had suffered extensive myocardial infarction. Examination of 17 persons from 4 generations revealed hyperhomocysteinemia in 2 daughters of the proband, while more discrete abnormalities were detected during methionine loading test in two other persons. Levels of cystathionone beta-syntetase and methyleno-FH4 reductase were normal in skin fibroblast culture. Treatment with folic acid and vitamin B12 led to 5-fold depression of plasma homocysteine in the proband, and complete normalization in the other treated member of the family.